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of the Boston and the Concord and one to the United
States consul at Manila, in which I asked him for
information concerning the fortifications, submarine
mines, and general defences of Manila Bay, and to
keep a close watch upon the movements of the
Spanish squadron. Meanwhile, with my staff, I
went into exhaustive consideration of the grave ques-
tion of a supply of coal, provisions, and other neces-
saries for a squadron seven thousand miles distant
from any home base, which would result from a proc-
lamation of neutrality by the various governments.
Although no instructions to such effect had been
received from the department, discreet negotiations
for the purchase of supply steamers with full cargoes
of coal were initiated.

The Boston and the Concord soon arrived, as did
also the Raleigh, sent as a reinforcement from the
Mediterranean; while the antiquated Monocacy was
laid up at Shanghai and a part of her officers and
crew were transferred to the ships at Hong Kong.
These vessels were now carefully overhauled and
docked, kept constantly full of coal and provisions,
their men thoroughly drilled, machinery put in prime
condition ready for moving at a moment's notice, and
preparations to land superfluous material and wood-
work perfected, while I aimed to take every care in
the inspection of ships and crews and to use all the
knowledge of my experience to improve the effi-
ciency of the whole for battle.